Children Lesson 9A

CHILD LABOR IS JUST NOT FAIR!

CHILD LABOR

The Government should protect you from work that is dangerous to your health or development, that interferes
with your education or that might lead people to take advantage of you.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 32
LEARNING POINTS
1. You have a right NOT to work if the working
hours interfere with your school and study
times.
2. You have a right NOT to work if that work is
dangerous or harmful to your health.

Read: You should be protected from work that
is dangerous to your health . . .
Pause and ask: What kind of work? (Wait for
answers.)
Continue: or work that interferes with your
education.

Teacher preparation: Cut out the word strips.
Display Class Rules and mini-posters.

“Interfere” means to stop or interrupt or make
things hard. Work that would stop your
education by making it hard for you to go to
school is called Child Labor.

WELCOME (5 minutes)
Song, “Be Our Best” (See Lesson 6A)

DISCUSSION (10 minutes)
Questions. (Allow all responses.)
• What happens when you cannot go to
school?
• What kind of work do you think you will be
able to do when you grow up if you cannot
go to school and learn how to read and write
and do arithmetic (or numbers)?

REVIEW
• Everybody who has a birth certificate, stand
up and shout, “Hooray!”
• If you don’t have one, remember to ask your
parents about it when you go home today.
Stand up and shout, “I will!”
Activity, Order in the Court, Word Strips
• Ask 3 children to come up and stand with
their backs to the class.
• Give each child one of the word strips for
UDHR Article 6, out of order.
• Explain that you want them to put the words
in order and then show them to the class.
• Instructions and word strips are at the end of
the lesson.

Activity: Child Labor Photos
Instructions and photos at end of the lesson.
When finished, congratulate the children and
tell them to “turn, turn, turn, and let’s sit down,
down, down.”
CONCLUSION (5 minutes)
Some work is good for children. It helps them
learn how to care for themselves. It helps their
families when their children help with family
chores at home and in the fields.

When the words are properly arranged, repeat
Article 6 together.
You have the right to be accepted
everywhere as a person before the law.
INTRODUCTION (5 minutes)
Show Child Labor mini-poster (end of lesson)
• Raise your hand if you have ever heard of the
phrase „Child Labor.”
• What do you think it means?

Ask for 2 reasons that Child Labor is bad.
• It’s bad for your health.
• You can’t go to school.
CHALLENGE
1. Tell your family or friends about Child Labor.
2. Explain why Child Labor is bad: It’s bad for
your health, and you can’t go to school.
3. Tell them about the difference between
Child Labor and helping with family chores.

Show and read CRC Article 32.
Before reading, tell the children to listen
carefully and raise their hands if they hear what
it says about their health, or about their
education, which means going to school.
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ORDER IN THE COURT - WORD STRIPS
You have the right to be accepted everywhere as a person before the law. UDHR 6.

You have the right
to be accepted everywhere
as a person before the law
Ask the children to put the words in order and then turn around to show everyone.
When they turn around, stand behind them. Tell the class to hold up their thumbs if they AGREE with
what you are going to say.
• Hold your hand above the child with the first word strip and say: This one is right.
• If most children hold up their thumbs, move to the next child, and do the same. Repeat.
• If they are all in the right order, congratulate the 3 children and let them sit down.
• If they are not right, ask the class to help them put the words in the right order.
When the words are properly arranged, repeat Article 6 together.

Article 32

The Government should protect you from work that is dangerous to
your health or development, that interferes with your education or
that might lead people to take advantage of you.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child
CHILD LABOR PHOTOS
Show photos and read the descriptions.
Have all the children stand up.
Let’s pretend we’re in these pictures working, and we’ll act out what they’re doing.
Examples
• Boys in field: Show me how hard you’re hoeing. Good. Let’s do it together while we count to 10.
• Girls in gold mine: What should we do to show that we’re working really hard crushing the rock into
• powder? Let’s ALL do it while we count to 10.
• The boy in the ceramic factory: How fast can you pull the dishes out of the chemicals? Let’s count
• to 10 as we pull.
Show the first photo again. Repeat with each photo.
Have the children turn to someone next to them and tell them why this is Child Labor.
Remember to fill in your brief Facilitator Notes & Reflections. Found at the back of Lesson 10B.
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These boys live in Malawi. They
are using tools called hoes to
break up the dry soil and dig up
any weeds they may find. Their
backs get very tired from bending
over for many hours as they dig.
The boys are not wearing any
shoes to protect their feet.
The hoes are heavy, and can
sometimes slip and cut them.
They work all day and cannot go
to school.

These girls work for a gold
mining company in Benin. They
are using bricks or stones to
crush a soft rock called limestone
into a powder that may contain
gold. The powdered limestone is
toxic and gets in their lungs
because they are not wearing
masks.
This picture was taken during the
daytime. Do you think they have
time to work and also go to
school?

This boy works in a ceramic
factory in India that makes plates,
bowls and cups. He works all day
and often has to get into the
ceramic pit to pull out the dishes.
He gets coated with the bad
chemicals. No one else likes to
get in the pit, but he has to do
that dirty job.
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THE RIGHT TO

UDHR 23 and CRC 32
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